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Dear friends,
Even today, as the world is dealing with 
the impacts of COVID-19, we should not forget 
one challenge we have been facing for a long 
time – climate change. In fact, it is in the current 
situation that we should think about the nature 
and the extent of future investments into 
the green future for Europe more than ever. 
I believe that a pan-European initiative also 
presents an opportunity for the Czech Republic 
– the opportunity to develop modern technolo-
gies and renewable resources in a meaningful 
way and to invest into the transition to a digital 
economy so that we enhance our overall ability 
to adapt to climate change. 

Yet the discussions often cannot get past the 
very word “green”, unfortunately. This is due
 to the many prejudices and ideological discre-
pancies surrounding it, whether we talk about 
“green politics” or a “green path”... I personally 

think that this is a truly colourful topic – yes, our 
forests are green, but our soil can be black, 
brown, and red, just like the diversity of our 
households.

It would be very short-sighted and harmful 
to denounce other opinions in advance – and 
now, when we are about to look for solutions 
to reboot the economy, this is truer than ever. 
The debate must be open to the maximum 
extent, and we must listen even to those 
with critical reservations. If we want to pass 
on our country and the whole planet to our 
children and grandchildren in a good state, each 
one of us must also think about our everyday 
behaviour as ordinary consumers, about 
the means of transport we use, and how we 
take care of our forests and landscapes.
 
This booklet aims to introduce the topics paving 
the Czech Republic’s way towards a sustainable 
future. The issue of environmental protection 
is pertinent to us all and requires us to be 

reasonable solutions. Let us not forget this 
and be open to a discussion free of prejudice. 

MARIAN JUREČKA, 
Deputy Chairman of the Economic Committee 
of the Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament 
of the Czech Republic
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THE EUROPEAN 
GREEN DEAL: 
EUROPE`S FINEST 
HOUR?
Announced as ‘Europe`s man on the moon 
moment’, the European Green Deal is surely 
generating a lot of expectations across 
the continent. The European Commission`s 
strategy comes as a direct response to shifting 
public opinion and the continuous signs 
of environmental degradation which we`ve 
been witnessing for years on end. The plan aims 
to ensure that stable economic growth 
is decoupled from the exploitation of natural 
resources and that the Old Continent slashes its 
carbon footprint to minimum levels. There is at 
least one more reason behind launching such 
an aspiring initiative – it brings an additional 
sense of purpose for the European institutions. 
Such raison d`etre is especially needed for the 
younger generations and for a number 
of European citizens who feel uncertain about 
the EU`s role in their daily lives. This commen-
tary aims to present some of the most impor-
tant aspects of the European Green Deal, as 
well as some challenges and warnings which 
have to be taken into consideration by Europe-
an policy-makers. 

With the start of a new decade, where does 
the EU stand when it comes to climate change 

DIMITAR LILKOV

What do you personally do to protect the 
environment? 
Recycling at home and using train transport 
as much as possible.

What do you think of when you hear 
“a green path”?  
Hippies.

Where in Europe do you enjoy nature the most?  
The magic Rhodope mountains in Bulgaria.

Sea or mountains?
Mountains. 

Dimitar Lilkov has a Master`s Degree from 
the London School of Economics and is currently 

of an EPP Group Member of the European Parliament. 

Energy and Environment at the Wilfried Martens 
Centre.

?

and the environment? On the face of it, Europe 

against climate change and a strong proponent 
for regulatory reform toward a cleaner econo-

Europe 2020 environmental agenda and broke-
ring major parts of the Paris Agreement within 
the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change have been both laudable and necessa-

truly transformative when it comes to progress 
within its own borders. The transport sector will 
need a series of incentives and reforms as it 
accounts for close to 25 % of greenhouse gas 
emissions in the EU. The sacrosanct agricultural 
sector is still causing headaches due to over-use 
of natural resources, pesticides and its heavy 

-
cy and the renovation of buildings remains 
a challenge for many local politicians and urban 
planners. Moreover, the diverging energy mixes 
across the EU and the need to secure the 
successful phase out of fossil fuels will surely be 
a costly endeavour. Indeed, much of the debate 
on the Green Deal does come to funding – the 
European Commission estimates that there is 
close to a 200-billion-euro annual funding gap 
if the economic bloc wants to deliver on its long-
-term goals on climate action. 

HOW TO FINANCE THE AMBITIOUS PLANS 
OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION?
Securing the necessary funding is one 
of the main pillars of the European Green Deal. 
The European Commission aims to mobilise 
1 trillion euros throughout the next ten years 
through various instruments. A large portion 

of the European budget will be devoted 
to climate and environmental action with 
503 billion euros earmarked from the upcoming 

and the future long-term budget beyond that. 
National governments should secure their 
personal commitment to the Green Deal by 
contributing more than 100 billion euros 

provision is the consideration for some 
of the European regions which are most vulne-
rable when it comes to the socio-economic 
impact of the green transition – the EC has 
proposed a Just Transition Mechanism which 

member states. 

a large-scale undertaking, so the architects 
of the Green Deal are looking for ways to attract 
private sector funding and investment funds 
from across the continent. The aim is to provide 
European guarantees in order to reduce the risk 
for potential investors and ensure their support 
for investment in infrastructure and green inno-
vation. The European Investment Bank (EIB) 

its targeted loans and align them with the priori-
ties of the Green Deal.

EUROPEAN CLIMATE LAW TO ENSURE 
CLIMATE NEUTRALITY
Another important piece of the Green Deal 
puzzle is the proposed European Climate Law 
that sets the objective for the EU to become 

climate-neutral by 2050. This would mean 
making the EU-wide climate commitments 
legally binding, taking into account fairness 
and solidarity among member states. This novel 
legislation will be regularly updated – by late 
September 2020 the European Commission will 
explore options for setting the goal of 50 to 55 % 
emission reduction by 2030, which substantially 
raises the previous bar of 40 % reduction com-
pared to 1990 levels. In the following years 
the supranational body will also need to assess 

their commitments. The ultimate goal is achie-
ving carbon neutrality of the European Union 
by 2050 which means having a balance between 
emitting carbon and absorbing carbon from 
the atmosphere in carbon sinks. 

on paper, but the actual challenge is still ahead. 
The Green Deal and its ambitious design are still 
to be put in motion with the upcoming Multian-

the continent struggling from the fallout 
of a global pandemic. European leaders need to 
provide the necessary policies to both jump-
-start the European economy and also make 
sure that the transition towards sustainability is 
not jeopardised. The biggest challenge here is 
to ensure that the future spending priorities 

to the environment and also that the economic 
bloc remains competitive and strong 
in the aftermath of a severe health and econo-
mic crisis. Countries like the US, China 
and Russia would do whatever it takes to 
safeguard their industries and market power 

and are likely to disregard many of the promi-
ses they`ve made on climate action. It is impe-

between being a champion of the Green econo-
my and also remaining prosperous and thriving 
when it comes to economic prosperity. 

EU AS REGIONAL AND GLOBAL PLAYER
An additional concern is that the Green Deal has 
already caused some rift between North-Wes-
tern and Central and East European (CEE) 
member states of the European Union. In 2019, 
some European capitals were still sceptical 
about subscribing to the 2050 carbon neutrality 
goal due to the expected strain on their labour 
and energy markets. Here lies an interesting 
paradox - many new member states from 

of the biggest consequences when it comes 
to warming cities, air quality or overall 
environmental degradation. Yet, these same 
countries don`t have the same access 
to funding, technology or professional expertise 
compared with the rest of Europe. Moreover, 
the set-up of their economies is based on 

transition will likely hit their labour markets 
more severely. The Green Deal should not be 
a point of contention but rather a way to impro-
ve the internal cohesion of the Union by taking 
on board the considerations of CEE member 
states. This does not mean reducing the ambi-
tiousness of the Green Deal but accommoda-
ting an adequate transition. The Just Transition 
Fund would be a vital tool in this regard, as well 

and regional authorities across the continent 

who are directly in charge of implementing 
or designing climate measures.

international aspect. The European Union 
is responsible for less than 10 % of the global 
CO2 emissions. The shift toward a carbon 
neutral economy is one of the priorities within 
Europe but the EU shouldn`t neglect the role 
of the international community. The EU`s 

continue to open new coal power plants and 
refuse to reform their transport or agricultural 
sectors which are poisoning the environment. 
Our economic bloc should harness its diploma-
tic, economic and normative power in order 
to bring the major polluters on board in this 
ambitious endeavour. If the EU is successful on 
this front it will continue to have a major 
i  
to environmental policies and the export of 
green technology and know-how to internatio-
nal markets. 

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE CZECH 
REPUBLIC
In closing, it must be highlighted that the Green 
Deal is an excellent opportunity for countries 
such as the Czech Republic. A traditional relian-
ce on hard fossil fuels and high dependence on 
third countries for gas and oil have placed 

deforestation and environmental degradation. 

to revamp some of these sectors by providing 

the necessary public and private funding 
in the upcoming decade. Prague would also 
have the opportunity to be a valuable voice 

sure that decision-makers in Brussels take into 

which are important for Czechia and the rest 
of the CEE member states.
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the atmosphere in carbon sinks. 

on paper, but the actual challenge is still ahead. 
The Green Deal and its ambitious design are still 
to be put in motion with the upcoming Multian-

the continent struggling from the fallout 
of a global pandemic. European leaders need to 
provide the necessary policies to both jump-
-start the European economy and also make 
sure that the transition towards sustainability is 
not jeopardised. The biggest challenge here is 
to ensure that the future spending priorities 

to the environment and also that the economic 
bloc remains competitive and strong 
in the aftermath of a severe health and econo-
mic crisis. Countries like the US, China 
and Russia would do whatever it takes to 
safeguard their industries and market power 

and are likely to disregard many of the promi-
ses they`ve made on climate action. It is impe-

between being a champion of the Green econo-
my and also remaining prosperous and thriving 
when it comes to economic prosperity. 

EU AS REGIONAL AND GLOBAL PLAYER
An additional concern is that the Green Deal has 
already caused some rift between North-Wes-
tern and Central and East European (CEE) 
member states of the European Union. In 2019, 
some European capitals were still sceptical 
about subscribing to the 2050 carbon neutrality 
goal due to the expected strain on their labour 
and energy markets. Here lies an interesting 
paradox - many new member states from 

of the biggest consequences when it comes 
to warming cities, air quality or overall 
environmental degradation. Yet, these same 
countries don`t have the same access 
to funding, technology or professional expertise 
compared with the rest of Europe. Moreover, 
the set-up of their economies is based on 

transition will likely hit their labour markets 
more severely. The Green Deal should not be 
a point of contention but rather a way to impro-
ve the internal cohesion of the Union by taking 
on board the considerations of CEE member 
states. This does not mean reducing the ambi-
tiousness of the Green Deal but accommoda-
ting an adequate transition. The Just Transition 
Fund would be a vital tool in this regard, as well 

and regional authorities across the continent 

who are directly in charge of implementing 
or designing climate measures.

international aspect. The European Union 
is responsible for less than 10 % of the global 
CO2 emissions. The shift toward a carbon 
neutral economy is one of the priorities within 
Europe but the EU shouldn`t neglect the role 
of the international community. The EU`s 

continue to open new coal power plants and 
refuse to reform their transport or agricultural 
sectors which are poisoning the environment. 
Our economic bloc should harness its diploma-
tic, economic and normative power in order 
to bring the major polluters on board in this 
ambitious endeavour. If the EU is successful on 
this front it will continue to have a major 
i  
to environmental policies and the export of 
green technology and know-how to internatio-
nal markets. 

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE CZECH 
REPUBLIC
In closing, it must be highlighted that the Green 
Deal is an excellent opportunity for countries 
such as the Czech Republic. A traditional relian-
ce on hard fossil fuels and high dependence on 
third countries for gas and oil have placed 

deforestation and environmental degradation. 

to revamp some of these sectors by providing 

the necessary public and private funding 
in the upcoming decade. Prague would also 
have the opportunity to be a valuable voice 

sure that decision-makers in Brussels take into 

which are important for Czechia and the rest 
of the CEE member states.
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WHAT DOES THE GREEN DEAL MEAN 
FOR THE CZECH REPUBLIC?
It is entirely up to us what the Green Deal will 
look like in the Czech Republic. The European 
Green Deal is a relatively brief document 
(the European Commission’s communication 
from December 2019 is only 24 pages long), 
outlining the direction the European Union 
should go to meet its climate neutrality 
commitment by 2050. It is a framework to be 
implemented through individual strategies. 
These strategies address various aspects 
of environmental and climate protection, such 
as sustainable agriculture, transport, industry, 
the circular economy, biodiversity protection, 
and the transition away from coal. 

In the Czech Republic, this will require transfor-
mations of the industries with the highest 
greenhouse gas emissions, which includes the 

-
tion away from coal, even though the Czech 
Republic is one of the very few EU countries that 
have not stipulated an exact date for this step) 
and transport, where not only have emissions 
not decreased so far but have actually increa-

industries and agriculture, as well; among other 
things, we will need to improve natural water 
retention and the natural ability of soil 

and forests to absorb carbon dioxide, which has 

WHY IS THE GREEN DEAL IMPORTANT 
IN THE CONTEXT OF REBOOTING THE 
CZECH ECONOMY POST-CORONAVIRUS?
The president of the European Commission 
Ursula von der Leyen said back in April that the 
European Green Deal will be the driving force 
behind the post-coronavirus recovery of the 
European Union. The Member States agreed in 
July to earmark 750 billion EUR for the economic 
recovery after the pandemic, 30 per cent 
of which should be dedicated to climate protec-
tion. This budget is also allotted to the Czech 
Republic, which means that we can launch both 
economic recovery and decarbonisation.

The Czech Republic urgently needs to set 
a future direction for its economy. There is no 
point in trying to revive the old industries, inclu-
ding those that rely on fossil fuels. The coronavi-
rus era has shown that while coal and oil have 
been experiencing a steep fall, investments into 
renewable resources and electric cars have 
been growing despite the unprecedented 
economic slowdown. In this respect, the market 
has been ahead of the political decisions. There 
is, therefore, no point in investing precious 
public funds into rescuing the coal industry et 

become obsolete in a few years due to econo-
mic developments. On the other hand, 
the return on investments in energy-saving 
building insulation, renewable resources, accu-
mulation, low-emission transport, power grid 
development, and other areas is very high.

HOW CAN THE CZECH REPUBLIC BENE-
FIT FROM THE GREEN DEAL?

epublic many 
opportunities for economic modernisation 
and decreasing carbon emissions (Czech 
carbon emissions in relation to GDP are 
currently the fourth highest in the EU). 
The European Union, the destination of 80 per 
cent of our export goods, has made it clear that 
its overall aim is decarbonisation. Based on 
the export rate, the relatively low added value 
of products, and high energy consumption, our 
economic model may prove both unable 
to compete and without a market in a few years. 
The Green Deal is, therefore, an ideal tool 
for preventing this situation and adapting 
to the new market conditions in time.

In addition to this, lowering greenhouse gas 
emissions and limiting climate change is essen-
tial for the Czech Republic. As of now, we are 
one of the European countries most negatively 

European Environment Agency, the direct 
impact of climate change costs us more 
than 0.3 per cent of GDP per year, and in terms 
of the indirect impact, the percentage is even 
higher. Czech agriculture and industry are 
struggling with worsening droughts (for examp-
le, last summer, factories and power plants had 

This clearly has a negative impact on crops, 
stock raising, and human life in general. Should 
humanity fail to curb greenhouse gas emissions 

-
ghts seven times more frequently in our count-
ry. It is in our own interest that the Green Deal 
be implemented successfully.

KATEŘINA DAVIDOVÁ
researcher at the EUROPEUM Institute 
for European Policy

Territorial Studies at Charles University. She is 
a researcher at the EUROPEUM Institute for Europe-
an Policy and a project coordinator at the Centre for 
Transport and Energy. She focuses on Czech 
and European climate policies and the transition to 
a low-carbon economy.

What do you personally do to protect 
the environment? 
I try to point out the systematic problems that are 
most harmful to the climate and the environment 
and what needs to change.

What do you think of when you hear 
“a green path”? 
The only path.

Where in the Czech Republic do you enjoy 
nature the most?
In the vicinity of our weekend house
in the Pošumaví region.

Sea or mountains?
Both, but if I really must choose, then the sea.

GREEN DEAL 
AND THE CZECH 
REPUBLIC

?
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WHAT DOES THE GREEN DEAL MEAN 
FOR THE CZECH REPUBLIC?
It is entirely up to us what the Green Deal will 
look like in the Czech Republic. The European 
Green Deal is a relatively brief document 
(the European Commission’s communication 
from December 2019 is only 24 pages long), 
outlining the direction the European Union 
should go to meet its climate neutrality 
commitment by 2050. It is a framework to be 
implemented through individual strategies. 
These strategies address various aspects 
of environmental and climate protection, such 
as sustainable agriculture, transport, industry, 
the circular economy, biodiversity protection, 
and the transition away from coal. 

In the Czech Republic, this will require transfor-
mations of the industries with the highest 
greenhouse gas emissions, which includes the 

-
tion away from coal, even though the Czech 
Republic is one of the very few EU countries that 
have not stipulated an exact date for this step) 
and transport, where not only have emissions 
not decreased so far but have actually increa-

industries and agriculture, as well; among other 
things, we will need to improve natural water 
retention and the natural ability of soil 

and forests to absorb carbon dioxide, which has 

WHY IS THE GREEN DEAL IMPORTANT 
IN THE CONTEXT OF REBOOTING THE 
CZECH ECONOMY POST-CORONAVIRUS?
The president of the European Commission 
Ursula von der Leyen said back in April that the 
European Green Deal will be the driving force 
behind the post-coronavirus recovery of the 
European Union. The Member States agreed in 
July to earmark 750 billion EUR for the economic 
recovery after the pandemic, 30 per cent 
of which should be dedicated to climate protec-
tion. This budget is also allotted to the Czech 
Republic, which means that we can launch both 
economic recovery and decarbonisation.

The Czech Republic urgently needs to set 
a future direction for its economy. There is no 
point in trying to revive the old industries, inclu-
ding those that rely on fossil fuels. The coronavi-
rus era has shown that while coal and oil have 
been experiencing a steep fall, investments into 
renewable resources and electric cars have 
been growing despite the unprecedented 
economic slowdown. In this respect, the market 
has been ahead of the political decisions. There 
is, therefore, no point in investing precious 
public funds into rescuing the coal industry et 

become obsolete in a few years due to econo-
mic developments. On the other hand, 
the return on investments in energy-saving 
building insulation, renewable resources, accu-
mulation, low-emission transport, power grid 
development, and other areas is very high.

HOW CAN THE CZECH REPUBLIC BENE-
FIT FROM THE GREEN DEAL?

epublic many 
opportunities for economic modernisation 
and decreasing carbon emissions (Czech 
carbon emissions in relation to GDP are 
currently the fourth highest in the EU). 
The European Union, the destination of 80 per 
cent of our export goods, has made it clear that 
its overall aim is decarbonisation. Based on 
the export rate, the relatively low added value 
of products, and high energy consumption, our 
economic model may prove both unable 
to compete and without a market in a few years. 
The Green Deal is, therefore, an ideal tool 
for preventing this situation and adapting 
to the new market conditions in time.

In addition to this, lowering greenhouse gas 
emissions and limiting climate change is essen-
tial for the Czech Republic. As of now, we are 
one of the European countries most negatively 

European Environment Agency, the direct 
impact of climate change costs us more 
than 0.3 per cent of GDP per year, and in terms 
of the indirect impact, the percentage is even 
higher. Czech agriculture and industry are 
struggling with worsening droughts (for examp-
le, last summer, factories and power plants had 

This clearly has a negative impact on crops, 
stock raising, and human life in general. Should 
humanity fail to curb greenhouse gas emissions 

-
ghts seven times more frequently in our count-
ry. It is in our own interest that the Green Deal 
be implemented successfully.

11



I believe that the future of the Czech Republic 
lies in the European Union, which will hopefully 
remain as green as ever.

Similarly to other continents, Europe has been 
facing changes in its climate resulting in drou-

 
and the spread of pests and disease. If we want 
our descendants to enjoy beautiful nature 
and live lives of the same quality, we must take 
action. We cannot stop environmental pollution 
on our own. But to persuade other big global 
economies and polluters (USA, China, Russia), 
we must live by example. 

The European Commission made a brave 
and urgent step when it introduced the Europe-
an Green Deal in December 2019. This elabora-
te plan incorporates supporting schools 
in ecological education. It also focuses 

climate change while producing about 10 per 
cent of all greenhouse gases. The plan includes 
the Farm to Fork strategy aimed at the sustaina-
bility of food systems in relation to consumers, 
producers, and the environment. The strategy 
was designed to help European agriculture 
become climatically neutral by 2050 and 
to promote more eco-friendly and healthier 
forms of agriculture by making the supply chain 
between the producers and the consumers 
shorter and by minimising the impact of trans-
portation. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has proven that 
a robust food system that remains functional 
under all circumstances is what we need. 
The farmers cannot stay at home during the 
lockdown because they must take care of their 

nothing to eat. That is why the EU will develop 
-

dable food is available for each EU citizen even 
in a crisis.
 
The Commission proposes the following ecolo-
gical measures be introduced by 2030: reducti-
on in the use of pesticides by 50 per cent; redu-
ction in the sale of antimicrobial drugs for cattle 
by 50 per cent; expanding organic farming 
to 25 per cent of EU agricultural land; balanced 
fertilisation and better nitrogen and phospho-
rus management; improved animal welfare; 
integration of renewable energy sources into 
agriculture (biogas); faster marketing of biopes-
ticides (containing biologically active substan-
ces); and the greater use of digital technologies 
(smart agriculture).

I am delighted that the Commission has not 

(dual food quality) and to enhance its competiti-
veness vis-à-vis third countries. This is essential 
from an international perspective since 
the Commission will press for the same quality 
and ecological standards in international 
commercial contracts, as well. 

The ambitious plan requires both human 

of increased costs, which they see as the main 
negative consequence of the Green Deal. 

I understand them, I do – and that is why we 
must ensure there is a case study made before 
any of the measures is implemented and that 

-
ssary. Agricultural methods that contribute 
to achieving climate neutrality should be rewar-
ded through the Common Agricultural Policy. 
The Commission is required to present a plan 
for supporting eco-farming, and the Member 
States should implement measures to stimulate 
an eco-friendly food market. 

-

be allowed to assess, change, adopt or refuse 
in the years to come. It is our health, prospe-
rous environment, and sustainable food produ-
ction that is at stake. Indeed, our lives are 
at stake – and this is by no means an exaggerati-
on.  

MICHAELA ŠOJDROVÁ
MEP

Parliament for the second time in 2019. She is the 
coordinator of a fraction of the European People’s 
Party within the Committee on Culture and Education, 
an active backup member of the Committee 

pro Evropu (Pro-European Association) member.

EUROPE WILL LEAD 
THE WAY 

What do you personally do to protect 
the environment?
I consistently sort waste, I ride my bike around my 

in the garden – 30 seedlings this year.  

What do you think of when you hear 
“a green path”?  
Improving the environment – a great opportunity 
for the Czech Republic. 

Where in the Czech Republic do you enjoy
nature the most?
I love forests, especially in the Beskydy region – 

years.

Sea or mountains?
Our mountains.

?
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I believe that the future of the Czech Republic 
lies in the European Union, which will hopefully 
remain as green as ever.

Similarly to other continents, Europe has been 
facing changes in its climate resulting in drou-

 
and the spread of pests and disease. If we want 
our descendants to enjoy beautiful nature 
and live lives of the same quality, we must take 
action. We cannot stop environmental pollution 
on our own. But to persuade other big global 
economies and polluters (USA, China, Russia), 
we must live by example. 

The European Commission made a brave 
and urgent step when it introduced the Europe-
an Green Deal in December 2019. This elabora-
te plan incorporates supporting schools 
in ecological education. It also focuses 

climate change while producing about 10 per 
cent of all greenhouse gases. The plan includes 
the Farm to Fork strategy aimed at the sustaina-
bility of food systems in relation to consumers, 
producers, and the environment. The strategy 
was designed to help European agriculture 
become climatically neutral by 2050 and 
to promote more eco-friendly and healthier 
forms of agriculture by making the supply chain 
between the producers and the consumers 
shorter and by minimising the impact of trans-
portation. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has proven that 
a robust food system that remains functional 
under all circumstances is what we need. 
The farmers cannot stay at home during the 
lockdown because they must take care of their 

nothing to eat. That is why the EU will develop 
-

dable food is available for each EU citizen even 
in a crisis.
 
The Commission proposes the following ecolo-
gical measures be introduced by 2030: reducti-
on in the use of pesticides by 50 per cent; redu-
ction in the sale of antimicrobial drugs for cattle 
by 50 per cent; expanding organic farming 
to 25 per cent of EU agricultural land; balanced 
fertilisation and better nitrogen and phospho-
rus management; improved animal welfare; 
integration of renewable energy sources into 
agriculture (biogas); faster marketing of biopes-
ticides (containing biologically active substan-
ces); and the greater use of digital technologies 
(smart agriculture).

I am delighted that the Commission has not 

(dual food quality) and to enhance its competiti-
veness vis-à-vis third countries. This is essential 
from an international perspective since 
the Commission will press for the same quality 
and ecological standards in international 
commercial contracts, as well. 

The ambitious plan requires both human 

of increased costs, which they see as the main 
negative consequence of the Green Deal. 

I understand them, I do – and that is why we 
must ensure there is a case study made before 
any of the measures is implemented and that 

-
ssary. Agricultural methods that contribute 
to achieving climate neutrality should be rewar-
ded through the Common Agricultural Policy. 
The Commission is required to present a plan 
for supporting eco-farming, and the Member 
States should implement measures to stimulate 
an eco-friendly food market. 

-

be allowed to assess, change, adopt or refuse 
in the years to come. It is our health, prospe-
rous environment, and sustainable food produ-
ction that is at stake. Indeed, our lives are 
at stake – and this is by no means an exaggerati-
on.  
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Forests are currently in a dire state, 
and the same applies to the whole forestry, 
unfortunately. It is interlinked with external 
environmental conditions, especially with 
the phenomenon of droughts, and also with 

These agents are usually followed by other 
extreme situations, for example, insect calami-
ties; wood-boring insects can wipe out vast 
areas of forest, especially when it comes 
to coniferous monocultures as we can currently 
observe in spruces.

We can respond immediately to the globally 
manifesting climate change by introducing 
various systems of adaptation measures. But 
the old forest ecosystems have a relatively low 
resistance to these changes and the impacts 
often only become apparent after a long time. 
The forestry planning systems have detailed 

forestry available, with many of the principles 
being based on forest management principles. 
It is necessary to introduce the adaptation mea-
sures regarding the biodiversity of forests, 
water results, carbon footprint, and other 
related issues into these principles. 

The forest cover dying back is a tragedy not only 
for the foresters but also for society as a whole 
and causes substantial economic damage 
as well as incalculable damage to all the ways 

-
nance is also essential for the future because 

of wild game (esp. Cloven-hoofed game) 
in the forests is yet another problem, which 

because excessive game numbers are harmful 
to the forest covers and results in a low rate 
of natural recovery.

-
ly decreased, especially manual workers who 
are now often replaced by workers from 
abroad. If the forest workers are not professio-
nally educated, fairly paid, and motivated, 
the whole industry will be paralysed. The situati-
on is similar for forest owners; the number 
of disaster-related tree harvests has caused 
a slump in wood prices to the extent that it is 
almost impossible to sell now, and the local 
wood market has practically collapsed. 
But most of the forest owners need to sell wood 
to cover the costs of further forest maintenan-
ce. The time-demanding, excessive bureaucracy 
around public tenders causes fatal issues when 
there is a need for an urgent response to disas-
ter-stricken covers, and the price pressure 
results in low-quality performance and further 
harm to the environment.

This multifactoral situation cannot be solved 
without a comprehensive public discussion 
about the role of forests. This is because 
the state of forests and the direction in which 

forestry is going – starting with the productive 
function of forest resources – will always be 

extent. Since the structure of forest ownership 
is highly scattered, the discussion will be 

voiced. It will inevitably lead to an amendment 
of the act on forests. It is in this sphere where 
political representation is essential – it should 

-
ssary conditions for it. There are many other 
measures that need to be adopted regarding 
the principles of bioeconomy, increased usage 
of wood in the construction and power indust-
ries as well as wood products replacing non-re-
newable resources. 

Logic states that what will be tremendously 
challenging is the revision of the current laws 

aid from various sources, including their bure-
aucratically demanding nature, and especially 
the most needed reform of the state forest 
management, which is too complicated and not 
very transparent for the majority of forest 
owners. The list of measures can be found 
in various programme documents, such as 
The Concept of the State Forestry Policy until 

other areas as well, especially in the wood indu-
stry, the concept of countryside development, 
and the innovation strategy of the Czech Repub-
lic. There is a lot of experience to follow. Still, 
it will require a transparent and professional 
discussion as well as a responsible approach 
to adopting the measures, which must not 
remain mere programme documents and state-
ments.

MARTIN KLIMÁNEK

What do you personally do to protect the 
environment? 
I recycle and try not to waste food and water. 
Occasionally, I also participate in some events, 
such as “Clean the Czech Republic” or tree planting i
n nature.

What do you think of when you hear 
“a green path”? 
Life.

Where in the Czech Republic do you enjoy 
nature the most? 
I don’t think I’ll ever have just one favourite place; 
I like visiting the valleys on the Oslava, Jihlava 

and forests interwoven with meadows and forlorn 
mills... 

Sea or mountains? 
Neither; but if I had to choose, I would go 
for mountains.

FORESTS – THE GREEN
BACKBONE 
OF THE LANDSCAPE

Vice-Rector at Mendel University in Brno

Forestry and Wood Technology at Mendel University 
in Brno. He is the head of the Department of Forest 
Management and Applied Geoinformatics, and has 
been the Vice-Rector for Strategy, Development 
and Special-Purpose Activities. He specialises mainly 
in geoinformatic technologies in forestry.

?
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Forests are currently in a dire state, 
and the same applies to the whole forestry, 
unfortunately. It is interlinked with external 
environmental conditions, especially with 
the phenomenon of droughts, and also with 

These agents are usually followed by other 
extreme situations, for example, insect calami-
ties; wood-boring insects can wipe out vast 
areas of forest, especially when it comes 
to coniferous monocultures as we can currently 
observe in spruces.

We can respond immediately to the globally 
manifesting climate change by introducing 
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often only become apparent after a long time. 
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being based on forest management principles. 
It is necessary to introduce the adaptation mea-
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water results, carbon footprint, and other 
related issues into these principles. 

The forest cover dying back is a tragedy not only 
for the foresters but also for society as a whole 
and causes substantial economic damage 
as well as incalculable damage to all the ways 

-
nance is also essential for the future because 

of wild game (esp. Cloven-hoofed game) 
in the forests is yet another problem, which 

because excessive game numbers are harmful 
to the forest covers and results in a low rate 
of natural recovery.

-
ly decreased, especially manual workers who 
are now often replaced by workers from 
abroad. If the forest workers are not professio-
nally educated, fairly paid, and motivated, 
the whole industry will be paralysed. The situati-
on is similar for forest owners; the number 
of disaster-related tree harvests has caused 
a slump in wood prices to the extent that it is 
almost impossible to sell now, and the local 
wood market has practically collapsed. 
But most of the forest owners need to sell wood 
to cover the costs of further forest maintenan-
ce. The time-demanding, excessive bureaucracy 
around public tenders causes fatal issues when 
there is a need for an urgent response to disas-
ter-stricken covers, and the price pressure 
results in low-quality performance and further 
harm to the environment.

This multifactoral situation cannot be solved 
without a comprehensive public discussion 
about the role of forests. This is because 
the state of forests and the direction in which 

forestry is going – starting with the productive 
function of forest resources – will always be 

extent. Since the structure of forest ownership 
is highly scattered, the discussion will be 

voiced. It will inevitably lead to an amendment 
of the act on forests. It is in this sphere where 
political representation is essential – it should 

-
ssary conditions for it. There are many other 
measures that need to be adopted regarding 
the principles of bioeconomy, increased usage 
of wood in the construction and power indust-
ries as well as wood products replacing non-re-
newable resources. 

Logic states that what will be tremendously 
challenging is the revision of the current laws 

aid from various sources, including their bure-
aucratically demanding nature, and especially 
the most needed reform of the state forest 
management, which is too complicated and not 
very transparent for the majority of forest 
owners. The list of measures can be found 
in various programme documents, such as 
The Concept of the State Forestry Policy until 

other areas as well, especially in the wood indu-
stry, the concept of countryside development, 
and the innovation strategy of the Czech Repub-
lic. There is a lot of experience to follow. Still, 
it will require a transparent and professional 
discussion as well as a responsible approach 
to adopting the measures, which must not 
remain mere programme documents and state-
ments.
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CITY FORESTS 
AND GREENERY 
ALSO FOR OUR 
CHILDREN
The Earth has been entrusted to people to take 
care of it. It is our job to pass on a responsible 
approach to the planet from one generation 
to another. To draw from the experience of our 
ancestors; to keep time-proven attitudes. 
And to categorically reject attitudes that have 
caused the extinction of many plant and animal 
species, landscape desiccation and pollution. 
Moving towards sustainable development must 
be the goal of modern society. 

I am currently dealing with mainly adapting 
towns and cities to climate change. Urban and 
metropolitan areas are heat islands in their 

impact on the microclimate in their vicinities.

THE ROLE OF TOWNS AND MUNICIPALI-
TIES IN FOREST PRESERVATION
Towns and municipalities often own vast forest 
covers and must deal with the current bark 
beetle calamity. The self-governing bodies have 
many solutions available. They can, for examp-
le, buy clear-cut areas that emerge after 
the damaged forests are felled. The owners 
of these areas often lack both money and moti-

the clear-cut areas is one of the responsible 
approaches to our countryside. The non-produ-
ction forest function is very attractive for city 

enough space for popular forest recreation 
in compliance with environmental protection. 
During the COVID crisis, it turned out that under 
certain circumstances, forests can be bustling 
destinations. At the same time, though, cities 
can make use of their forests, especially dam-
aged ones, for industrial or power-producing 
purposes. 

GREENERY IN THE CITY AND MUNICIPA-
LITY BUILT-UP AREAS
City greenery consists of various landscape 

-

roofs, inner courtyards, gardens, and alleys. 
Each of these elements is special in its own way 
and must face challenges posed by city develop-
ment. 

When it comes to alleys, for example, maintai-
ning and recovering them is often tricky due 
to the Underground network. Despite that, it 
must be in the cities’ and municipalities’ interest 
to maintain greenery in the streets. Trees and 
alleys are an infrastructure of the same impor-
tance as water lines, gas mains, and electric 

shade and space for birds and insects. Greenery 
is an important city infrastructure; laws must 

is required whenever streets and squares are 
refurbished.

It is challenging to create new parks nowadays; 
still, there are ample opportunities for recove-
ring inner courtyards and abandoned brown-

an environmentally friendly way. They already 
-

voltaic power stations, rainfall retention 
and usage, and other solutions. Brno is an exce-
llent example with its “illuminance map” used 
for photovoltaic purposes. Thanks to the map, 

it would be worth installing a rooftop photovol-
taic power station. The map is available here: 

FIGHTING CLIMATE CHANGE
Participants in every sector of society must 

Apart from public institutions, we must also 
motivate companies and service providers 
to collaborate in the adaptation and mitigation 
measures – to actively participate in lowering 
energy consumption, to invest in the circular 
economy and renewable energy resources, 
and to present the measures they adopt 
to the public. In the 21st century, environmental 
protection must be a priority across society. We 
must realise that we are responsible for passing 
our planet to future generations. The state, 
the regions and the municipalities alike must 

systems that have been in place since 
the Industrial Revolution and must accommo-
date sustainable development. 

PETR HLADÍK

What do you personally do to protect 
the environment?

What do you think of when you hear
“a green path”? 
Thoughtfulness.

Where in the Czech Republic do you enjoy
nature the most? 

Sea or mountains?
Czech mountains.

First Deputy Mayor of Brno

Petr Hladík studied applied informatics at the Faculty 
of Informatics at Masaryk University in Brno. 
As the First Deputy Mayor for Environment, Forestry, 
Water Management and Agriculture, he has initiated 
many projects, incl. subsidies aimed at rainwater 

beetles. 

?
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CITY FORESTS 
AND GREENERY 
ALSO FOR OUR 
CHILDREN
The Earth has been entrusted to people to take 
care of it. It is our job to pass on a responsible 
approach to the planet from one generation 
to another. To draw from the experience of our 
ancestors; to keep time-proven attitudes. 
And to categorically reject attitudes that have 
caused the extinction of many plant and animal 
species, landscape desiccation and pollution. 
Moving towards sustainable development must 
be the goal of modern society. 

I am currently dealing with mainly adapting 
towns and cities to climate change. Urban and 
metropolitan areas are heat islands in their 

impact on the microclimate in their vicinities.

THE ROLE OF TOWNS AND MUNICIPALI-
TIES IN FOREST PRESERVATION
Towns and municipalities often own vast forest 
covers and must deal with the current bark 
beetle calamity. The self-governing bodies have 
many solutions available. They can, for examp-
le, buy clear-cut areas that emerge after 
the damaged forests are felled. The owners 
of these areas often lack both money and moti-

the clear-cut areas is one of the responsible 
approaches to our countryside. The non-produ-
ction forest function is very attractive for city 

enough space for popular forest recreation 
in compliance with environmental protection. 
During the COVID crisis, it turned out that under 
certain circumstances, forests can be bustling 
destinations. At the same time, though, cities 
can make use of their forests, especially dam-
aged ones, for industrial or power-producing 
purposes. 

GREENERY IN THE CITY AND MUNICIPA-
LITY BUILT-UP AREAS
City greenery consists of various landscape 

-

roofs, inner courtyards, gardens, and alleys. 
Each of these elements is special in its own way 
and must face challenges posed by city develop-
ment. 

When it comes to alleys, for example, maintai-
ning and recovering them is often tricky due 
to the Underground network. Despite that, it 
must be in the cities’ and municipalities’ interest 
to maintain greenery in the streets. Trees and 
alleys are an infrastructure of the same impor-
tance as water lines, gas mains, and electric 

shade and space for birds and insects. Greenery 
is an important city infrastructure; laws must 

is required whenever streets and squares are 
refurbished.

It is challenging to create new parks nowadays; 
still, there are ample opportunities for recove-
ring inner courtyards and abandoned brown-

an environmentally friendly way. They already 
-

voltaic power stations, rainfall retention 
and usage, and other solutions. Brno is an exce-
llent example with its “illuminance map” used 
for photovoltaic purposes. Thanks to the map, 

it would be worth installing a rooftop photovol-
taic power station. The map is available here: 

FIGHTING CLIMATE CHANGE
Participants in every sector of society must 

Apart from public institutions, we must also 
motivate companies and service providers 
to collaborate in the adaptation and mitigation 
measures – to actively participate in lowering 
energy consumption, to invest in the circular 
economy and renewable energy resources, 
and to present the measures they adopt 
to the public. In the 21st century, environmental 
protection must be a priority across society. We 
must realise that we are responsible for passing 
our planet to future generations. The state, 
the regions and the municipalities alike must 

systems that have been in place since 
the Industrial Revolution and must accommo-
date sustainable development. 
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The coronavirus pandemic and the subsequent crisis 
measures have struck the Czech economy in 
an unprecedented manner. The economy will not 
recover through budget cuts but through intelligent 
investments into modern industries, such as those 

power from local renewable resources.

The workgroup consisting of experts from Svaz 
moderní energetiky (Association of Modern Energy), 

centrum energetických úspor (National Centre 
for Energy Savings) has prepared a set of measures 
aimed at reducing power costs both to companies 
and households and will simultaneously enhance the 
growth of technological, construction and installation 
companies in the Czech Republic. The proposed 
measures will have a demonstrable impact on public 
budgets. They are all based on the idea 

stimulating private investments in the construction 
industry and modern technologies. A subsidy like this 
amounting to one billion Czech crowns can generate 
up to three billion CZK in GDP. 

ENSURING A SUFFICIENT BUDGET 
FOR INVESTMENTS INTO ENERGY-
-EFFICIENT BUILDING REFURBIS-
HMENT AND RELATED HIGH-QUALI-
TY PROJECT PREPARATIONS

State aid for the refurbishment of all kinds 
of buildings amounting to 10-12 billion CZK/a 
year can generate total investments of more 
than 30 billion CZK/a year. The key is, therefore, 
to maintain public subsidy programmes for 

and maintain these subsidies throughout the 
new 2021-2027 period. It is also necessary to 
introduce a building savings guarantee scheme 
for loans on family house refurbishments. This 

the New Green Savings Programme.

SUPPORTING THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF HIGHLY ENERGY-EFFICIENT BUIL-
DINGS WITH HIGH-QUALITY INTERIORS, 
ADAPTED TO CLIMATE CHANGE
By combining progressive technical standards 

transition to constructing almost zero-energy 
buildings well-adapted to climate extremes – 
heat, droughts, torrential rain, etc.. New, 

interiors and high comfort for the users. 
The situation is similar for the systems for 
rainfall management, including green roofs.
  
PREPARING A COMPREHENSIVE PRO-
GRAMME OF ENERGY-SAVING RENOVATI-
ONS FOR STATE-OWNED BUILDINGS
The government should carry out energy-saving 

buildings every year. By continuously revitali-
sing all the public sector buildings, we can save 
up to 12 billion CZK a year. The EPC (Energy 

investments with money saved on energy costs 
– seems to be more than suitable. First, howe-
ver, the bureaucratic barriers set up by the Mini-
stry of Finance must be eliminated.

LOWERING VAT ON TECHNOLOGIES AND 
MATERIALS FROM RENEWABLE RESOUR-
CES, ENERGY MANAGEMENT OF BUIL-
DINGS AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY, AND 
INSTALLATION
The lower VAT (ten per cent) on renewable 
power has already been successfully introduced 
in Poland, for example. It would decrease not 
only the prices of installations of solar roof 
panels for households but also enhance 
the development of the industry. 

SUPPORTING CLEAN AND LOW-EMISSI-
ON POWER AND HEAT RESOURCES
Analyses have recently been published, proving 
that it is realistic to increase the output 
of photovoltaic power stations to 9 GW and 
of wind power stations to 1.4 GW by 2030. This 
will generate up to 33, 000 jobs if this is the case. 
There is a useful tool that could boost 
the sector, which has been stagnating for years 
now, while not jeopardising the stability 

total amount of operational subsidies. It is 

countries. To abandon coal usage in the heating 
industry more quickly, it is important to allow 
constructions of cogeneration units with 
an output of more than one MW as soon as 
possible. The development in this sector will 

in addition to creating jobs.

MARTIN ANDER

What do you personally do to protect the 
environment?
I cycle to work or use public transport, I mainly buy 
local food, I recycle, and my family and I have 
invested in a passive house with a heat pump
and rainwater utilisation system. 

What do you think of when you hear
“a green path”?
Environmentally friendly economy.

Where in the Czech Republic do you enjoy
nature the most? 
In the wild, places where I can observe how nature 
works without human intervention.

Sea or mountains?
Active holidays, anywhere.

THE MODERN ENERGY
INDUSTRY: A DRIVING
FORCE OF ECONOMIC
RECOVERY

Energy) expert and analyst

Martin Ander currently researches models of the aid 

resources. He was the First Deputy Mayor 
for Environment and Development in Brno. 

?
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The coronavirus pandemic and the subsequent crisis 
measures have struck the Czech economy in 
an unprecedented manner. The economy will not 
recover through budget cuts but through intelligent 
investments into modern industries, such as those 

power from local renewable resources.

The workgroup consisting of experts from Svaz 
moderní energetiky (Association of Modern Energy), 

centrum energetických úspor (National Centre 
for Energy Savings) has prepared a set of measures 
aimed at reducing power costs both to companies 
and households and will simultaneously enhance the 
growth of technological, construction and installation 
companies in the Czech Republic. The proposed 
measures will have a demonstrable impact on public 
budgets. They are all based on the idea 

stimulating private investments in the construction 
industry and modern technologies. A subsidy like this 
amounting to one billion Czech crowns can generate 
up to three billion CZK in GDP. 

ENSURING A SUFFICIENT BUDGET 
FOR INVESTMENTS INTO ENERGY-
-EFFICIENT BUILDING REFURBIS-
HMENT AND RELATED HIGH-QUALI-
TY PROJECT PREPARATIONS

State aid for the refurbishment of all kinds 
of buildings amounting to 10-12 billion CZK/a 
year can generate total investments of more 
than 30 billion CZK/a year. The key is, therefore, 
to maintain public subsidy programmes for 

and maintain these subsidies throughout the 
new 2021-2027 period. It is also necessary to 
introduce a building savings guarantee scheme 
for loans on family house refurbishments. This 

the New Green Savings Programme.

SUPPORTING THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF HIGHLY ENERGY-EFFICIENT BUIL-
DINGS WITH HIGH-QUALITY INTERIORS, 
ADAPTED TO CLIMATE CHANGE
By combining progressive technical standards 

transition to constructing almost zero-energy 
buildings well-adapted to climate extremes – 
heat, droughts, torrential rain, etc.. New, 

interiors and high comfort for the users. 
The situation is similar for the systems for 
rainfall management, including green roofs.
  
PREPARING A COMPREHENSIVE PRO-
GRAMME OF ENERGY-SAVING RENOVATI-
ONS FOR STATE-OWNED BUILDINGS
The government should carry out energy-saving 

buildings every year. By continuously revitali-
sing all the public sector buildings, we can save 
up to 12 billion CZK a year. The EPC (Energy 

investments with money saved on energy costs 
– seems to be more than suitable. First, howe-
ver, the bureaucratic barriers set up by the Mini-
stry of Finance must be eliminated.

LOWERING VAT ON TECHNOLOGIES AND 
MATERIALS FROM RENEWABLE RESOUR-
CES, ENERGY MANAGEMENT OF BUIL-
DINGS AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY, AND 
INSTALLATION
The lower VAT (ten per cent) on renewable 
power has already been successfully introduced 
in Poland, for example. It would decrease not 
only the prices of installations of solar roof 
panels for households but also enhance 
the development of the industry. 

SUPPORTING CLEAN AND LOW-EMISSI-
ON POWER AND HEAT RESOURCES
Analyses have recently been published, proving 
that it is realistic to increase the output 
of photovoltaic power stations to 9 GW and 
of wind power stations to 1.4 GW by 2030. This 
will generate up to 33, 000 jobs if this is the case. 
There is a useful tool that could boost 
the sector, which has been stagnating for years 
now, while not jeopardising the stability 

total amount of operational subsidies. It is 

countries. To abandon coal usage in the heating 
industry more quickly, it is important to allow 
constructions of cogeneration units with 
an output of more than one MW as soon as 
possible. The development in this sector will 

in addition to creating jobs.
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CLEAN 
AND SUSTAINABLE 
POWER FOR THE
CZECH REPUBLIC
When it comes to clean energy resources for 
the Czech Republic, we must not only think 

why it is crucial to further embrace these resou-
rces. It has been proved that the rising tempera-
ture and growing rate of greenhouse gas 
emissions cause climate change which, on its 
own, is reason enough for adopting renewable 
resources. Since climate change has increasin-
gly begun impacting the Czech Republic, public 
opinion on this issue has shifted; Czechs are 
now more inclined towards clean power but do 

-
-

ent usage of photovoltaic cells and biofuels 
were distinct in the Czech Republic, they were 
followed by stagnation, and we have not made 
any progress regarding this over the past few 
years. That is why it is now essential to start 
working on conceptual solutions to increase the 
availability of clean energy resources and inclu-
de both safety and social aspects into 
the discussion. 

CLEAN POWER AND SAFETY
Europe may become the dominant player 
in setting the stroke of the reaction to climate 
change. Yet the Czech Republic lags behind 
other European countries when it comes to the 
rate of adopting clean energy sources. In the 
shadow of the pandemic crisis, we have now 

the most of it and be open to discussions so that 

as possible both in terms of technology and 
natural resources. And where the conditions do 
not allow it, let’s ask our befriended countries 
for help to reduce our current power vulnerabi-
lity. Ask ourselves the following key question: 
which countries do we depend on for energy? 
Recently, we have seen that we are vulnerable 
due to the lack of the locally produced medical 
aids; and similarly, we should not ignore 
the strategic and safety aspects of the energy 
resources issue.

CHANGES TO CZECH LAWS
FOR THE FUTURE 

Construction Act, a hot topic in recent news, has 
-

structure for electric cars and the question 
of regulating parking spaces. We still have a way 
to go with further amendments to the Act 
on Supported Energy Sources so that it includes 

in our neighbouring countries), allowing 
investments to be given directly to households 
as well as communal and community projects. 

The changes to the laws should also lead 
to lower VAT for installing renewable energy 
technologies and promoting electric cars, both 
company and private. Finally, we should also 
mention the promotion of electric bicycles, 

lives not only among the elderly. 

MAKE CLEAN RESOURCES AVAILABLE
Our approach to renewable energy sources 
currently lacks the vision and solutions that 

term. Making environmentally friendly energy 
technologies accessible even to low- 
and middle-income families should be our 
priority – for example, by supporting photovol-
taic panel installations on the roofs of Czech 
houses. The households then generate energy 

are lower on a long-term basis. It is these long-
-range investments that we should be 
discussing; we should also approach state 
subsidies conceptually in the times of the coro-
navirus crisis – not as one-time capital injections 

same time, we should not waste the opportuni-
ty to invest in a way that would restructure 
the job market so that it becomes more resis-
tant and stable in the medium-term. 

MARIAN JUREČKA

What do you personally do to protect
the environment?
We recycle, drive a CNG car, and use eco pellets 
for heating.

What do you think of when you hear 
“a green path”? 
A path through a beautiful alley of green treetops.

Where in the Czech Republic do you enjoy
nature the most? 
Around Rokytnice where we live. The forest, the 

Hanakia.

Sea or mountains?
Fields.

Deputy Chairman of the Economic Committee
of the Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Parliament

University in Brno. He was the Minister of Agriculture 
in 2013-2017 and has been the Chairman of the 
Christian and Democratic Union – Czechoslovak 

family tradition and is a private farmer in Rokytnice, 

?

20



CLEAN 
AND SUSTAINABLE 
POWER FOR THE
CZECH REPUBLIC
When it comes to clean energy resources for 
the Czech Republic, we must not only think 

why it is crucial to further embrace these resou-
rces. It has been proved that the rising tempera-
ture and growing rate of greenhouse gas 
emissions cause climate change which, on its 
own, is reason enough for adopting renewable 
resources. Since climate change has increasin-
gly begun impacting the Czech Republic, public 
opinion on this issue has shifted; Czechs are 
now more inclined towards clean power but do 

-
-

ent usage of photovoltaic cells and biofuels 
were distinct in the Czech Republic, they were 
followed by stagnation, and we have not made 
any progress regarding this over the past few 
years. That is why it is now essential to start 
working on conceptual solutions to increase the 
availability of clean energy resources and inclu-
de both safety and social aspects into 
the discussion. 

CLEAN POWER AND SAFETY
Europe may become the dominant player 
in setting the stroke of the reaction to climate 
change. Yet the Czech Republic lags behind 
other European countries when it comes to the 
rate of adopting clean energy sources. In the 
shadow of the pandemic crisis, we have now 

the most of it and be open to discussions so that 

as possible both in terms of technology and 
natural resources. And where the conditions do 
not allow it, let’s ask our befriended countries 
for help to reduce our current power vulnerabi-
lity. Ask ourselves the following key question: 
which countries do we depend on for energy? 
Recently, we have seen that we are vulnerable 
due to the lack of the locally produced medical 
aids; and similarly, we should not ignore 
the strategic and safety aspects of the energy 
resources issue.

CHANGES TO CZECH LAWS
FOR THE FUTURE 

Construction Act, a hot topic in recent news, has 
-

structure for electric cars and the question 
of regulating parking spaces. We still have a way 
to go with further amendments to the Act 
on Supported Energy Sources so that it includes 

in our neighbouring countries), allowing 
investments to be given directly to households 
as well as communal and community projects. 

The changes to the laws should also lead 
to lower VAT for installing renewable energy 
technologies and promoting electric cars, both 
company and private. Finally, we should also 
mention the promotion of electric bicycles, 

lives not only among the elderly. 

MAKE CLEAN RESOURCES AVAILABLE
Our approach to renewable energy sources 
currently lacks the vision and solutions that 

term. Making environmentally friendly energy 
technologies accessible even to low- 
and middle-income families should be our 
priority – for example, by supporting photovol-
taic panel installations on the roofs of Czech 
houses. The households then generate energy 

are lower on a long-term basis. It is these long-
-range investments that we should be 
discussing; we should also approach state 
subsidies conceptually in the times of the coro-
navirus crisis – not as one-time capital injections 

same time, we should not waste the opportuni-
ty to invest in a way that would restructure 
the job market so that it becomes more resis-
tant and stable in the medium-term. 
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Environmental protection is a truly Christian 
and democratic topic. It is based on respecting 
each other as well as other living organisms, 
as well as taking a responsible attitude towards 
the property entrusted to us and respecting 
future generations.
 
In other words, its ideological roots are 
the same as those of modern Europe. It is there-
fore clear that Europe must vigorously promote 
environmental protection. We cannot point 
to other continents such as Asia or America 
as an excuse. Yes, the truth is that the most 

these continents and that national, multinatio-
nal and companies in these regions pollute 
the environment much, much more than their 

European counterparts. But since environmen-
tal protection is rooted in the ideological foun-
dations of modern Europe, it is our continent 
that must become the leader and set an examp-
le to other countries that sustainable develop-
ment, investments into renewable energy, 

 
and responsible water management is not 
a utopia but an essential part of the lives of 
those living in the 21st century.
 
There is a long way ahead of us. So far, we have 
not been able to agree on a united approach, 
even across Europe. That is why examples 
of good practice need to be promoted and given 
media coverage. We can see them in many 

be transferred to the national level. European 
countries and their governments must demon-
strate the courage to change the situation. 
There is often no grand revolution; in many 
cases, it involves returning to the mindset of our 
ancestors: being kind to nature, not being 
wasteful, producing recyclable and reusable 
materials, and remembering that renewable 
resources are all around us. This is the only way 
we can save the forests and other biodiversity 
for future generations. 

PETR HLADÍK, 
First Deputy Mayor of Brno for the environment, 
forestry, water management and agriculture.

A FEW WORDS IN CLOSING
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